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Al Brancher (right).works in judgeTom k i t h ' s  courtroom Friday. 

Brancher to retire after 11 years as b 
Lwrr F. noma 
ths Morning Ncw~ 

Atter I f  years of calling wt 
defendants' names and keeping 
o~der \n the cdurt, Bailiff A1 
Elrancher Is calling it quits June 30. 

B m c h r  has served &$ C i i t  
Judge 'R~I Keith's baWY, but being 
a bdflM was a second carnet: 
Bnnncher also m p d d  23 ~ W Y  for 
the Chicaco Pal ice - Department. 
t b n  came to Nom\vear Arkm92~ 
alter *king from that job. 

"1 mkdl !n ,134 and met th$ judge 
in 'a We bow!& ?opther and he 
onfd he needed a baCUT, $0 1 to& the 
Job," kWmcher sai& "I t h w t  it 
was a little part-time job, but 3-• 

to BJS it got &IB!~E'' 
Now, Bmcher said, it's a good 

tit= for iiim to retir? beoause Keith 
wants a full-time ba1lJ.E and 
Branche? doesn't 1var.t to work M- 
t h e .  

"1'II be 66 in September. I figure 
b e  rvwked long exiougl~," B m c h w  
said. 

Bssicles, he has mdchildrcm t3 
~kio md phrrs to kn-xk dawn In the 
i& lanes. Bmcher said he and 
%s tvW of  36 pars, Maria, haw 
tbma chilS~en &id s S  gpndchil- 
dren 

"I have kihc wno live in Chicago 
and tn fh9 suburbs, My second WE, 
Rake. fa 12 ancl is a Chicago police 
man wbu took my badge ntunbef 
when I mtt~d." Bk*arlches wid. 
He says he rxvrries about Robert 

hecctrlse crhe La Chicago has got. 
ten mom violent. 

"Crime ha& gottec a lot worse 
since I FV.~ t h . 4 ~  and people hwe M 
reszct  for the police," Bmcher 
said. 
He said the tnlnrst incide~i he 

remonlbe &om hb Chicago m r  
Is 3x1 ntitomb~e accident in tvhich 
SLK teen-age= died. 

"It uas on Outer Drive new the 
lake. They were joy r i b g  and lost 

CCmtrol of the car,' Buanchsr said. 
"It's pretty traumatic to see SLX teen- 
ager8 just itwing there" 

As fl9r his time as WliR in dr- 

the jmlize'% beneb and hem5 evi- - 
dence aagtnnst rapitts. m W e m  
and t&@es. But he-d the, one_ 
tpag that sma-U 
~ & ! ! . Q ~ O ~ L ' F ~ - B U ~  
I . ~ & L ~ L  

4-w fmmd m ? c n  lnnucent in 

&mm-iswm&w 
WE. Both Doekr and Denton &t@ 
Ftxmon Pa tha months bsfore ehe 

"m~-B_j blew my mfn6 I 
L n t k  

' 
LiA!m& 

t&-evidence. But w that's 
w b t  juries are foes* "Bh,m%r w i i  - - -  

Me mi4 he wU 8 s o  mnembgr - 
playing "mnsical courtrco!ns," 
becawe there ased to be csr .1~ f ~ w  - 
courtrooms for Avc Benton County 
fudges. 

"We were alwasv wonderlns if 
we wtre going to ~iold court tn -the 
labby'or which one of the court. 
K K ) ~ S  would be a~ditrabie," B t ~ c h .  
er $s!d. 

The county has remedied that 
problem with coMruction of addi- 
tional cowtmorn~. so each judge . 
Im a p p a  to hold mukt without ' 

worrying abbut wheduling caa- 
nicts. 

But after he retires. Branchgr 
won't haw tog9 to !he ourthouse 

w r y  dag snd he said hell miss i 
heerlw what's going on. . 

o*rlt m W  going do work because 
It's lnmtiry. You hoar .an these ' 

dories every r%sJr And wwkiw wlfh : 
Run (Judge K 4 a )  has been an . 
expadense," Braeher said. 

Keith staad be hates to ses-. 
Br~!!cher leave. 

"~Erateb~aeraALHe'sbeenapwt 
o f o u r f ~ i l y n o w ~ 1 l ~ a n d  
he's Mxr my 0- - &ice I 
haw 'wn cirwktjuw U J &  $cidd. . 

"N has a unique ability to main- . 
tain ord@r whue &&?HI$ the paFEx8s : 
biawseandtbfurorss!tc%w@.He 
waricsd well vrMb &e juries, he . 

worked mg with dl8 atwsne>% a.33 
~tigmes and.   hen necesm W~IS i 
able to Wke absolute C O ~ d 
the riturttion," Keith aaid. '"She ' 
county has &en served wak Al has 
wor~~cd for less t h n  what he was 
wm-:h." 

Keith's w?ce .or, 'lW% 1 
Vlomn& UM S ~ ~M a d  1' 
h ~ a  wire's homemade cinncunon ; 
rolls, which m8n caM.e to mrk with t 
Al. 

"Ms been our bailiff &r 8.9 long 
.as 1 can  eme en bet I[ can't irnreine 
court without him," womck we. 

Gina Relder, who was Reitla's . 
COLW~.O&I% clerk until she m?YLy 
took a fob with j u W %  pmhbroa, 
said sh$% mi% Bran&sr8s sew OF 
himlor. 
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